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TO THE STRONG IN HEART 

In religion as in politics struggle against autocracy and reckless 
individualism persists. As in politics democracy is struggling with 
militarism and anarchy, so in the church a free and reasonable 
religion is assaulted by ecclesiastical control and religious fanaticism. 
The aim of the two enemies is the same. The rank and file must be 
without thought if they are to follow either ecclesiastical authority 
or religious bolshevikism. 

Nothing gives the he to easy optimism more than an observa- 
tion of the actual situation in which we live. This is the twentieth 
century, and yet we find the religious world in the grip of irra- 
tional teaching. Irresponsible preachers, like irresponsible political 
leaders, disintegrate society seeking to build a state from illusions. 
Our churches are filled with men and women who believe that the 
end of the world is imminent. Ingenious charts of " dispensations " 
have been drawn from obscure passages in the Bible. We have 
been told that the geography, the characters, the course of events 
of the present war are foretold in Scripture. We have been assured 
on the basis of biblical authority that the war would end in February. 

Human progress and human history and scientific facts are 
flouted and denied. Spiritual truths are buried under reckless 
prophesying. Men preach that the world is growing worse, and 
thank God for the falsehood. To urge social obligations born of 
a new epoch is denounced as infidelity. We are told to believe in 
disappearing saints caught up into the sky, in heavenly appear- 
ances, and in miraculous situations that have not even the grace 
of logical consistency. 

In such a moment there is a call for religious sanity. The mis- 
taken beliefs of the early Christians can never be the center of a 
world-religion. The uneducated may, it is true, be exploited by 
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teachers who have thrown reason and facts to the wind, but the 
future of Christianity does not he in their direction. 

It is time to speak out frankly and courageously. What we 
need today is, not the hope that the world is coming to an end, 
but the hope that a new age is beginning. God is not petulant, but 
is in his world working out his will in titanic struggles. We need a 
calm belief that the God of law and love who works through social 
evolution reveals this will in current history. Let us face the future 
with a serenity born of the spirit of Jesus. God has not abrogated 
his spiritual sovereignty in despair. Humanity is not retreating 
toward savagery. 

History itself points the way. The faith of strong men is 
bound to survive in better institutions, in a better world. Brutality 
is not the vanishing-point of human experience. Rights will be 
greater tomorrow; the giving of justice easier and more complete 
tomorrow because men today dare sacrifice for justice and human 
brotherhood. 

We believe this because we believe in God and in Jesus. We 
believe it because we read aright the tendencies of history. 

This is true prophecy. All else is phantasmagoric foolishness 
masquerading as religious assurance. 

Because we believe it we shall oppose sin and every institution 
that perpetuates sin. If such conflict means sorrow, it will be the 
sorrow of those who suffer vicariously. Righteousness and peace 
and love shall not perish from the earth. God is the Father of such 
faith. He knows the heart. He wipes away the tears of those 
who seek his abiding presence. In his own good time he will give 
them or their children the joy of seeing a world which both in its 
institutions and in its prevailing sentiments has moved nearer to 
the Kingdom of God. 

To doubt this is to doubt Him; to believe it is to believe in 
Jesus. 



